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1. Reception and Lodgings 25X1

Headquarters for the All-German Otficexs' and Bcldiers' Meating in Bast

Berlin.on 25.-26 June 1959, were located in the Hotel Johannishof. All .
persons attending the meeting had to nheck in at the reception bureau

at the Johannishof. The meeting, like that in January 1955, was in the

hands of Gaudigks (fnu) and Major Genersl Arthur Brandt. About 150 ;
participants, inciuding Fleld Marshal Friedrich Pauluv and his ;
olosest aspociates, were lodged in the Hotel Johaunishof. Paulus had :
s private sslon and hedroom. Others wers given rooms in the Hotel

Adria. The remainder wore housed in private quarters. Gaudigks wes

in charge of quartering all guests.

2. Control Messures

The reception bureau in the Hotel Johannishof was closely watched by the
8!81, and no announcemcnt of nemes was permitted. The guests were care~
fully checked in other ways: each individual was presented by the head-
querters office with a special admission card for the Kemmerspiele Theater,
admitting to the opening session, the closed performance of "Minna von
Barnhelm", and the session of 26 June in which a proclamation was read

and approved. No other outsider, except members of the orchestra and

the actor Rduard von Winterstein, was permitted to attend the last
session.

3. Attendance
, Total attendance was reported in the newspapers as 500, of whom 350 came LWy

3 \ 25X1
. estimated the total number of participants at 400 to 450 persons, because o

the Hotel Johannishof, where dinners were provided for all who attended,

had to raise its estimate from to 400 plates. One of the princi
organizers of the meeting sta ivately that 650 persons 25X1
had announced their intention of coming to the meeting, bu e 25X1
L N
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management had permitted only 350 of these to attend, when it was dis-
covered that many veterans were attracted only by the opportunity for

free meals and a free trip to Berlin. A n .
revoked by individuasls at the last moment. 25X1

- }

About half the officers who had attended the January 1955 meeting were

again present at the June conference. The great majority of the partici-

pants, however, were new. Approximetely 50 percent were officers, the

remainder were non-commissioned officers and a few enlisted me

vhom had been awarded the Knight's Cross (Ritterkreuztraeger). 25X1

“Some of the East Germans wers invited by Gsudigks, who handed them a written
invitation signed dy Dr. Hummeltenberg.

25X1
- | Avout twenty

former officers canme from Leipsig, according to a highly placed member of

the National Demoorstic Party (NDP). Major General Bander (fnu), of the

Waffen 88, was also noted among the guests.

On the other hand, several important participants at the -

were conspicuous by their absence at the June conference.
Hoa
25X1

L, mrmng’ Board

This time the participants did not receive & per diem allowance, but did
receive free travel and free board and room during their entire stay in

Berlin. The food was outstandingly good, and was in glaring contrest to :
the conditions in East Berlin. Drinks were varied and plentiful. Only Cwg

vere served. 25X1
5. Total Cost of the Meeting

Actually the cost of entertaining esch participsant must have amounted at
least to 80 IME, and to this the cost of drinks and smokes should be added.

The principal items of expense, in addition to the rooms at the Johannis-
hof and the Adria, and the very sumptuous food, were the cost of the
Leipzig Symphony Orchestra of the State Radio Committee; and the perfor-
mance of "Minna von Barnhelm",

The cost of the entire conference must have amounted to @ round 100,000 DME.3

6. Conference Sessions

The principal sessions of the conference were held in the Kammerspiele :
Theater. This fact had not been announced in the originsl program, and )
‘wag not known to the participants until the last minute. The meeting ‘
roomsin the Hotel Johannishof were tqp small to hold all the guests.

The schedule began on 25 June with reception and registration of the guests "
up to 10:30 a.m. in the Hotel Johannishof. This was followed by lunch from iy
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11:15 to 12:15 in both hotels, according to one's lodging. At 1:30 p.m.
the regular conference began with the opening ceremonies and the welcoming
of the participants. A certain Schneider {fnu), member of the NDP, pre-
siddd. Bince the Presiding Directorste snd the Drufting Committee hed
slresdy been sppointed, there was no guestion of an election of a chairman
or other officers by the conference itself.

Printed progrems announced the "Meeting of the Former Officers and Soldiers .
in the ° German Capital City of Berlin” and presented the conference with a
wotto: "For a pesceful, united, independeat Fatherland!"

The firet speech, by Paulus, called for the reconstitution of the unity
of Germany, the formation of an All-ermen govermment, free elsctions, with-
dremal of all ossupation troops, and creation of a neutral Germsny (ein
aeutrales Deutéchland) participating in & psst of collective security. An
All<Qermsn govermment was %0 de crested by bringing together the two existing
govermments and forming & provisionsl goverument for all Germany, which
would make preparetions for fres All-Germsn elections, and other duties.

Directorate and Drafting Committes

The Presiding Directorate had been appointed before the meeting. Ths 19
mewbers included:

8. Friedrich - ° Psulus; former Field Marshal, now of Dresden.

b. Arthur Brandt, former Lbéutenant General of the Air Force. MR

Ce mm.wumzmumm«,um.
d. Joachim Nehring, former Second Lisutenant of the Waffen-S8, of Dresden.

o.‘m,(éu),mmm,mumnm«nm
'

f. Geudighs (fmu), of Dresden.
8- IFrisdrich Kumse, former Major Qenersl, of Leipzig.

i. Sehneider (fnu), wember of the Esst German NIP.
J. Dr. Mex Hummsltenberg.’
k. Beetticher (fuu), forwsr Captain, mssber of the NIP, Dreeden.

Awwammumdmmmmmotmmn
of the Mexlin officers’ meeting in Januery.
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even the NDP newspasper, which was the only one to give large play to the
conference, omitted the 88 designation for these two officers.

The majority of newspepers limited themselves to the bare report of the

meeting by the ADN news serviece. This notice simply repeated the six

demands contained in the proclamstion resd snd approved at the . .

session of 26 June. , o
|  25X1

qasions, drunk t00 heavily became involved in loud altere F : 25X1
25X1

A participsnt aleo had ssut Paulus a French newepaper with ‘ 25X1
. ing of the "Communist Field Marsbal”,
snd had supplemented this warning with the statemsut that the aims of
the demonstration ran counter to the foreign political interests of
the Kremlin. One of Paulus’ intimates advised him to take the nevepaper
direstly to the Soviet smbessedor, G.M. Pushkin, and ssk for a clarifi.’
ostion of the matter, and, "this time not to get advice second-hand through
Willi Stoph”. Later it wee learned thet Paulus lacked the coursge to go
directly to the Russian smbessador.
.end

of Paulus protested to him against the intrusion of 88
cers intoc the movement led by Paulus, the latter refused to enter

ioto en arpument over the guestion.

25X1

Itu‘wmm%xnmmmwwmm :
large a nuiber participents hed oome only to 25X1
enjoy the exvellsnt fosd and arinks previded fres of charge.

9. Charsster mdﬂnw

The mewting of 2526 June 1955 was very different in character from the
first offiswrs' meeting on 29-30 January. .Daring the former meeting it

%
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was possible to conduct a true discussion; at the June meeting the entire
progran was pradetermined dewn to the smallest detail. Not only Paulus'
mn(%lmumwummmmmumtym
pesce”), but also the four so-cmiled "discuseion speseches” (Diskussions-
referate), were prepared in detail in sdvance, and probably esmecred as
well. All possibility of a valid interchange of ideas among the partici-
pants was excluded. Gensral Brandt himself admitted that the present
uctinghaﬂndiffmntehuuhrhutbfowpthoﬂu: tthnury
meeting was a sort of test meeting to soumd opinion and determine the
principal themes (Richtlinien), amd the interim meeting with twenty
Knight's Cross holders had a similar purpose. The pressnt mesting, on
thoothrhmd,mintmﬂdutmm(m)mm
consumption, since, 1n2h.nturof politique, "the time is five
ninutes before twelve.” .

The speeches were to be printed and sent in quantities to all partici-

pants. By this means the East Berlin soldiers' meeting was to be made

the sdarting point for the formation of loose orgsnisations in the cities

and also in East Germany. Theee organisstional units are 25X1
to discusse the points made in the various spesches. Thus the participants

at the meeting are to become nuclei for the construction of & decentralized
organization of the kind indicated. HNehring, who was sesn to discuss with
Paulus on several different ocoasions the drafting of the spesches for print,
was 25ked to make the necessary corrections s0 that the spseehes would proe-

vide a better point of departure for further discussions.

Two NDF secretaries also assisted at the meeting by acting as cashiers

for the payment of travel expenses, and handling various secretarial work.
In contrast to the first officers' meeting in Jammry, it was not the Peace
Councnvhichhandhdthc'mortotthom,htthuunitm

the National Democratic Party (MDP).

After the close of the meeting, Paulus, Nehring, Geudigks, ndnr. Humel-
tenberg remained together in conference. Paulus 4id not depart for Dresden
until the second day later.

25X1

Comment : nmmmwummmm 25X1
is not 25X1

buethmtthtm“m 25X1

ends weight te the ssmmptien that had already 25X1
units to which Paulus csuld now turm.

Lsmbﬁ“mm the eost of the mesting hed been estimated at 20X
» )» to be provided by the Bast Gerwsn Imterior Ministry.

t: According to Paulus, Bumeltenberg (vhe is Peulus' repre-  25X1
ve in Berlin) was intimstely commected with the memagement of the
whole meeting.

Comnent: Newspaper ssoounts game Humaslteuberg the title of 25X1

Comment: A representative of the Bast Gerwam Ministry of Isterior 25X1
purposs of the meeting was primarily to interest former
Baszis in a united Germmny. 25X1
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